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NEWS RELEASE
PRINTMAKING 'IMPRESSIONS' FEATURED IN
RIKE GALLERY EXHIBIT AT UD

DAYTON, Ohio -The Rike Center Gallery in the visual arts department at the
University of Dayton will present "Impressions: University of Dayton National Printmaking
Invitational," an exhibit of 25 prints by nine printmakers from eight states.
The diversity of approaches represented in this exhibit demonstrates the various ways
in which contemporary printmakers define and use this flexible medium. Collectively, the artists
use an array of techniques to produce beautiful images which portray meaningful content,
conceptual depth and personal convictions.
An opening reception at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 6, will kick off a run through May 3. The
reception and admission to the exhibit are free and open to the public. Rike Center Gallery
hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursdays and 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Fridays. For additional information call (937) 229-3237.
Exhibit artists Karen Kunc, associate professor of art at the University of Nebraska, and
Sara Tabbert, an artist-in-residence in Basin, Montana, share a renewed interest in relief, the
oldest printmaking technique. Kunc uses a color reduction woodcut to interpret natural
landscapes in "Barbed Knot" and "Thunderhead." Tabbert also focuses on landscapes in her
series of woodcut engravings titled "The Manifestations of Luck," "Riverbar" and "The Evil
Shrub."
Various approaches to intaglio- the second-oldest printmaking medium- also are
included in the exhibit. J. Anthony Crowley, associate professor of art at Grinnell College in
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Grinnell, Iowa, finds inspiration in two musical scores for his sensory-stimulating images,
"Parting" and "Portion." Brian Shannon, assistant professor of art at the Or~gon College of
Art and Craft, uses found textures and patterns to suggest architectural forms in his color
intaglio prints, "Rotunda" and "Dome."
Lari Gibbons, assistant professor of art at UD, and Carol Wax, founder of Wax
Impressions in Brooklyn, N.Y., explore the challenging mezzotint technique- in which the
roughened surface of a copper or steel plate is scraped or polished to produce impressions of
light and shade- as a means to create meticulous and detailed imagery. In her prints, "FanC," "Telefon" and "Box Stitch," Wax focuses on rhythmic patterns of form and light. Gibbons
presents juxtapositions of natural and manufactured subjects in her prints, "Tails," "Pithy"
and "Eye Chart."
Lithography, the newest printmaking method represented in the exhibit, is combined
with other media by three artists who use collage, drawing, computers, copiers and other media
to create inventive prints that sometimes challenge traditional definitions of the medium. Adele
Henderson, art department chair at the University of New York at Buffalo, examines the
dichotomy between inner and scientific knowledge of the human body in her mixed-media
prints "Sublimation Series" and" Alchymia Series." Leslie Koptcho, assistant professor of art
at Louisiana State University, creates metaphors for contradictory aspects of biological
processes in "Pollen" and "Self-Consciousness." Phyllis McGibbon, associate professor of art
at Wellesley College, explores representations oi women's life experiences in her prints,
"Soundings, Witchcraft in Groton," Secret" and "Collapsed Narrative."
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